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From: The Barrios family [thebarriosfamily@comcast.net]

Sent: Monday, June 09, 2008 1:42 PM

To: jbuckheit@state.pa.us; IRRC; jrhoades@pasen.gov; musto@pasenate.com; jstairs@pahousegop.com;
jroebuck@pahouse.net; dmilne@pahousegop.com; crubley@pahousegop.com; eerickson@pasen.gov;
andydinniman@pasenate.com

Subject: I oppose the GCAs

State Board of Educatioo
333 Market St.
Harrisburg, PA 17126

Dear Mr. Buckheit, aod State Board of Educatioo Members,

I am writiog to express my opposition to the GCAs.

I am opposed because GCAs will oot be provided io a format that meets the oeeds of diverse
learners . Secoodly, we already test our studeots io math, readiog aod scieoce through the state
PSSA exams aod I am opposed to double testiog of our studeots. I am opposed because studeots
io our district are already reach log proficieocy io readiog, math, aod scieoce either through the PSSA
exams or through a compreheosive, local assessmeot. Io additioo, GCAs do oot test our studeots oo
relevaot 21st ceotury skills, aod valuable class time will have to be diverted to prepare studeots to
take these additiooal tests. Lastly, the mooey that would be speot oo desigoiog, admioisteriog, aod
evaluatiog the GCAs would be better speot oo smaller classroom sizes, providiog full-day
kiodergarteo for all PA studeots, aod providiog studeots with the tools they oeed to be more
successful io the classroom.

Siocerely,

Catherioe Barrios
Tredyffrio/Easttowo resideot

6/10/2008


